
“Freedom”
All too often we take our freedom

for granted. As we celebrate the Fourth
of July, our Independence Day, we
should take a little time to think about
what it took to get us here and what it
has taken to keep us here.

There will be family gatherings,
community celebrations and fireworks.
With the Fourth falling
on Wednesday, it will
for many be a one-day
event surrounded by
work on either side. It
also means that another
half-year has gone by.

It is our country's
birthday and the
celebrations are as
v a r i e d a s t h e
expressions of freedom. We can express
our own opinions, live where we want,
select our careers, vote for whom we
choose and go to the church of our liking.

It had to be hard on those early patriots
who went up against uneven odds to
declare Independence. We still reap now
the rewards of their determination then.

But it did not end with determination

from those of the colonies. War after
war has been waged to make this
freedom an ongoing reality.

Long before we came on the scene
someone declared freedom on our behalf.
In Luke 4:18 Jesus said that freedom
was the reason He came into the world.
He declared that his ministry was
proclaiming freedom for the captives of
sin.

All too often we take our
Christian freedom for
granted. As we celebrate
the Fourth of July, we
should also remember our
true freedom and what it
took to get us here and
what it has taken to keep
us here. It took the
suffering and the blood

of Jesus to gain our freedom and it takes
His power and our ongoing struggles to
keep ourselves free.

So this month, stop to remember the
sacrifice and determination of those who
have helped us gain and keep our
freedom as a nation. But do not forget
that freedom in our spiritual lives was
won by an even greater level of sacrifice.

I will see you Sunday!

Pastor Mike’s
Paper Pulpit
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I recently came across an article
advising dog parents on ten things that
we should not do to our pets. The one

that caught my attention: don’t stop
buying new toys just because they get

destroyed so quickly. Jacques and Maisey love their
toys. They chew, tear, maim, de-squeak, unstuff, and
shred their toys. Monkeys, pigs, alligators, and snakes
participate in vigorous tug-of-war matches and get
carried outside and left in the sprinklers. Their
carcasses then get gnawed and carried around the
house for months. I have to admit that I’ve become
hesitant to spend my hard-earned cash on dog toys
that are torn up in minutes. However, after reading the
article, I bought some new toys from the bargain bin at
Petco last week.

When I walked in with the bag, Jacques and Maisey
immediately knew where I had been and eagerly
followed me to see what treasures I had brought
home. I had two excited doggies jumping and barking
while I was cutting off the tags. When I finally handed
out the new squeaky toys, Maisey went nuts over her

new monkey. She tossed it up in the air, caught it in
her mouth and squeaked it vigorously, ran in circles
through the house, dropped it and started barking and
growling, then repeated all of the above. This lasted
for about ten minutes; I had not seen her play like this
for a long time. After it was over, she laid on the floor,
exhausted. The toy was all but destroyed, but I knew
that I had met her need for mental stimulation by
giving her something new and exciting.

Our God is Provider who constantly gives to us. At
times we waste or misuse the gifts that He has given
us. That does not change who He is or the quality of
what He gives. Matthew 7:9-11 says, “Which of you, if
your son asks for break will give him a stone? Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your Father in
heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” Even
though I might give my pups toys from the cheapie
bin, we can rest assured that God will not give us
cheap stuff. ~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

It’s officially half way through the year! This summer has been a whirl-wind

of fun and exciting things, that it’s really hard to relax at times, but those
moments of rest sure feel nice! First off, Coty and I would like to thank eve-
ryone that were a part of our special day! You guys made that day so special
and I loved being able to enjoy the day with you! I can not believe its al-

ready been a month, yet here we are!

However, we are not done yet when it comes to exciting things here
at FFC! VBS is coming up soon! It will be July 9th-12th here at the
church from 6:00- 8:15 PM. We are going to learn all about experienc-

ing God- which will be a fun and exciting trip the kids will be tak-
ing! Registration is opened now for children enrolled in TK-6th grade
and will also be available day of so invite all the young ones you

know!

The last and exciting thing we have coming up this month is Teen Camp up

at Sugar Pine Christian Camp in Oakhurst, CA. Our youth group will be trav-
eling up there July 15th, and will spend a week away from the city- seeing
how “Incredible” God is. As a former camp counselor, Camp is a very im-

portant experience for teenagers to really spend moments with God- and I
am excited to be taking the teens on this exciting journey! We are still tak-
ing Donations for this trip- so if you fill lead please do not hesitate to call

or find me to ask more questions!

Again, I can not thank this church enough for all the support and love for

everything we do here at FFC. Planting seeds into the minds of these littles
ones are a must and you are helping us do that every Sunday just by being

you! Love you guys, -xoxo Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

2 3

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

4 5

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

6 7
Men’s Breakfast—7:30am

@Perkos

Women’s Breakfast—8am

@Robin Walton’s home

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

8

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

9 10

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

11

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

12 13 14

15

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

16 17

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

18 19

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

20 21

22

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

23 24

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

25

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

26

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

27 28

29

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

30 31

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

Anniversaries

11 Scott & Amanda

Stutsman

16 Kim & Joyce

Young

Birthdays

1 Dennis McMonigal

2 Georgine Dawson

17 Lorrie Mitchell

19 Jillian Lindsay

19 Percy Wright
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TEEN CAMP AT CAMP SUGAR PINE



2018 Vacation
Bible School

July 9-12

6:00-8:15 PM

We Need YOU!

There are FOUR emphases in prayer that Team Daniel
offers to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are our volunteer prayer folks who are
available during the service to pray specifically with
you and for you.

Our Prayer Wall is found in the office hallway. Leave
a request and it will be
prayed over.

The Intercessors
meet Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 PM to lift up
our church family.

We just need YOU!

CWF Breakfast—Saturday,
July 7th—8am @ the home of

Robin Walton
2805 Willow Drive

Are You On A TEAM?
See the Sign-ups in the
foyer each Sunday and
find a way to “be” the

church.

July 7th - Perkos 7:30 AM

July Preaching...
July 1st— “Taking Out The Trash”

July 8th—“Cleaning Off the Bottom of My Shoe”

July 15th—VBS Celebration Sunday

July 22nd—Coty Recek

July 29th—Mike Unger

“Stop Playing—Start

Praying. Talk less

with men—Talk more

with God.”
~Leonard Ravenhill


